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6 April 1977

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT: Participation in East Asia Research Colloquium,
The George Washington University

1. On 4 April 1977, I discussed the topic of "Tachai,” the
model agricultural production brigade in China, before the East
Asia Research Colloquium of the Institute of Sino-Soviet Studies.
My participation was at the request of Professor Franz Michael,
and the invitation was tendered because of my association with
the Institute over a number of years as a part-time lecturer.
About 25 people attended, including most of the faculty at the
Institute, graduate students, several people from other
un1vers1t1es, notably Michael Lindsay, American University, (who
had been in North China during the 1940s and v1s1ted Tachai in
1973) and several from government agencies.

2. My presentation included a 45 minute discussion of the
main characteristics of the Tachai production brigade, the pro-
gress of the current campaign in establish Tachai-type production
units in other areas of China, an assessment of the problems
inherent in a Tachai-type product1on system, and-the relationship
of the program to national goals for agricultural production. and
modernization. Slides, taken from Chinese periodicals, plus
hand-out charts and a map supplemented the discussion. A Tengthy

- question-and-answer period followed for the remainder of the
2-hour session. ’

3. Judging from the number and variety of guestions and
from the comments made to me by staff members of the Institute, .
the session was successful. The political, economic, and
institutional implications of the Tachai campaign are significant
in the future development and directions of the China internal
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